152           HISTOBICAL ESSAYS AND RESEARCHES

false witness against his brethren who is proved to nave
"borne false witness against God. Him, therefore, or any
thing that he can say, we set aside. But, as all is still dark
about the Sicarii, we shall endeavour to trace their real
position in the Jewish "War. For merely to prove that they
have been calumniated does not remove the cloud that rests
upon their history. That, indeed, cannot be removed now in
a manner quite satisfactory; but we see enough to indicate
the purity of their intentions. And, with respect to their
enemy Josephus, let us remember one fact, which merely the
want of a personal interest in the question has permitted to
lie so long in the shade : viz. that three distinct causes made
it really impossible for that man to speak the truth. First3
his own partisanship : having adopted one faction, he was
bound to regard all others as wrong and hostile: secondly,
his captivity and interest: in what regarded the merits of the
cause a Roman prisoner durst not have spoken the truth.
These causes of distortion or falsehood in giving that history
would apply even to honest men, unless with their honesty
they combined a spirit of martyrdom. But there was a third
cause peculiar to the position of Josephus, viz. conscious
guilt and shame. He could not admit others to have been
right but in words that would have confounded himself. If
they were not mad, he was a poltroon; if they had done
their duty as patriots, then was he a traitor ; if they were
not frantic, then was Josephus an apostate. This was a logic
which, required no subtle dialectician to point and enforce ;
simply the narrative, if kept steady to the fact and faithful^
must silently suggest that conclusion to everybody. And for
that reason, had there been no other, it was not steady; for
that reason it was not faithful. Now, let us turn to the
Sicarii. Who were they ?

Thirdly, It is a step towards the answer if we may ask pre-
viously, Who were the Galileans ? Many people read Josephus
under the impression that, of course, this term designates merely
the inhabitants of the two Galilees. "We, by diligent collation
of passages, have convinced ourselves that it does not \ it
means a particular faction in Jewish politics. And, which is
a fact already noticed by Eusebius, it often includes many of
the new Christian sect. But this requires an explanation.